
As we're headed into nicer weather and COVID-19 vaccinations are in the
news, getting "back to normal" is on many people's minds. Together with our
Board of Trustees, we are continuing to monitor local cases and staying
current with requirements and recommendations from the state, the CDC,
and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.

Library staff have been focused on providing "curbside" services, which
include the distribution of library materials, craft kits and activities for all
ages, as well contactless printing, faxing, and home delivery services. Our
small staff have assembled and distributed an average of 250 activity kits per
month. We're offering about 13 live, online programs each month. As our
building is quite small, social distancing is difficult and we're operating at
limited capacity. We also have inside space reserved for the quarantine of
circulating library materials as suggested by the state. Additionally, the
majority in our community are still  not vaccinated, and public library staff
will not qualify for vaccines until Phase 3 of the state's reopening plan.

Due to these considerations, rather than focus on limited, timed access to a
restricted space, at this time we will continue to concentrate our efforts to
serve the highest number of patrons through our contactless services and
various online programs. I'm pleased to announce that beginning in April, we
will be extending our contactless service hours. As a trusted community
resource we look forward to returning to more in-person services when our
open, public service model can safely resume. We thank you for the
incredible support we've received from the community, and for helping to
make our services so successful!

Erica Hout, Director
Boylston Public Library
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